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	WHAT IS THE GREY PARTRIDGE?


The grey or English partridge is a widespread bird of open, arable farmland, field margins, grass leys and hedgerows but, like many farmland birds, it is not as common as it used to be earlier this century.  It nests on the ground usually at the edges of fields and in hedges and banks, and relies primarily on plant food (weeds and cereals).  Chicks feed on a range if insects. Stubbles and root crops are important for feeding in winter, which is carried out in groups.

	Where IS IT found in the uk?


This bird occurs almost everywhere in the UK except in the uplands of Wales and the Scottish Highlands.  It is most abundant in cereal-growing areas in the east.
	Why IS THE GREY PARTRIDGE of 

	conservation importance?


Despite being still numerous and widespread, the grey partridge has declined dramatically on farmland in the UK throughout this century.  In the previous century the grey partridge population increased dramatically following the agricultural revolution and the increased amount of cereal production, hedgerows and gamekeepers to control predators.  At the beginning of this century partridge shooting had become an important source of income on many estates; it is estimated that approximately 2 million grey partridge were shot annually before 1940.  However, over the last 50 years, with the intensification of farming, the use of herbicides and pesticides, the loss of hedgerows and decline in gamekeeping, the grey partridge population suffered.  Its population declined between 1969 and 1990 by over 50%.  It is now estimated that there are 150,000 pairs in the UK.  In some areas, especially in the north where there is more mixed farming, populations seem stable.  However, in other areas, such as on intensive grassland in the west of the country, populations have declined by as much as 95%.  Without action this bird could repeat the trends demonstrated by the corncrake, declining throughout its range and becoming globally threatened due to agricultural intensification.  The grey partridge will, however, respond quickly to appropriate management.

	the GREY PARTRIDGE in the durham area


	HOW HEALTHY ARE THE LOCAL POPULATIONS OF THE GREY PARTRIDGE?


As noted above, the national decline is less well marked in the east of the country and this seems to be borne out by what is known of the population in Durham.  Due to lack of survey, the current status of the population in not very well known.  However, the long-term pattern of records has failed to indicate any decline but rather points to a stable population in both upland and lowland areas alike.  A conservative estimate of four pairs of grey partridge per occupied tetrad would suggest a Durham population of 1500-2000 breeding pairs.

	HOW MUCH DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE GREY PARTRIDGE in the Durham Area ?


There has been no co-ordinated study of the grey partridge in the local area which makes it difficult to assess the current status of the population.  There has been increased number of records from across a wider area in recent years but this is probably due to a greater number of observers working over a greater area than previously.

	WHERE HAS IT BEEN FOUND IN THE DURHAM AREA?


Within Durham, the grey partridge predominantly occupies mixed and arable farmland, and upland rough pasture along moorland margins.  It can also be found on reclaimed and derelict land, often in urban areas, whilst the hill tops of the North Pennines also support birds. It is most common on farmland throughout the eastern lowlands and extends its range to several coastal habitats such as Whitburn Country Park and those areas of the Tees Estuary reclaimed from the sea.  The dales also support significant populations, mostly based on valley pastures but in-bye fields and moorland margins are also well occupied.  Exceptionally a pair with eight young were seen in July 1991 at 620 m above sea level on Chapel Fell.

	THE GREY PARTRIDGE IS AT RISK FROM:


A variety of complex and inter-related factors have been blamed for the national decline.  Although the current Durham population is stable all of the listed factors below could apply in the future, in particular the increased use of pesticides, the loss of hedgerows and late, cold springs.

Loss of nest sites (such as hedge bottoms) to farm intensification.

Reduced food supplies through the use of pesticides and herbicides.  These have caused high chick mortality because of the loss of insects either directly, through pesticides, or indirectly through the loss of insect food plants.  The loss of winter stubble feeding grounds for overwintering birds is also an important factor.

Grey partridge
Vulnerability of nests to predators in areas of farmland with poor cover.

Nest destruction caused by early mowing and other farm operations.

	Important species for  the grey partridge


	Hedgerows
	**

	Unmanaged farm headlands
	

	Cereal field margins
	


Shooting is not considered a threat to the grey partridge population.  Partridge shooting today in Britain relies mostly on the large-scale introduction of commercially bred hybrids of partridges.

	THE GREY PARTRIDGE B ENEFITS FROM:


Availability of good, undisturbed nesting habitat.  The grey partridge nests in depressions on the ground which are lined with plant material.  Nests are usually placed near the edge of fields, at the foot of hedges, on a bank or in long grass.  Eggs are laid from the end of April to early June, with further clutches into August.  Nesting cover can be created in large fields by breaking them up with grass strips 2 metres wide.  Hedgerows and hedge banks also provide valuable nesting habitat.  Strips of grass left alongside hedges give added cover for nests, especially if they are only managed every 2-3 years.  Ploughing, spraying and fertilising should be avoided near hedges (a margin of at least 2 metres on either side of the hedge base should be maintained).

Availability of invertebrates for feeding chicks.  Partridge chicks, especially in the first few weeks of life, survive mainly on insects (beetles, sawflies, butterfly ad moth larvae, plant bugs and aphids).  Selectively sprayed 6 metre wide strips left around the boundary of cereal fields can provide valuable insect food t chicks.  Broad-spectrum insecticides should be avoided on crops because they reduce the insect food supply.  Herbicides also affect chicks, more indirectly, because they affect plans upon which insects feed.  Wherever possible, specific sprays should be used that target weeds such as black grass, cleavers ad barren brome, and spot spraying should preferentially be used.  Silage cutting should be left as late as possible to help chick survival.

Availability of weed, grass and grain seeds as food supply for adults.  Adult grey partridges feed mainly on plants, especially week and grass seeds and grain.  The seeds of chickweed are particularly favoured.  The use of conservation headlands, beetle banks and selective use of herbicides will also benefit by providing a greater food supply for adults.  In winter partridges feed on stubbles and root crops.  Winter stubbles should therefore be kept for feeding.  Grey partridges prefer those that are either left untouched, contain plenty of broad-leaved plants or are undersown with grass, clover, turnips or mustard.  Naturally regenerated rotational set-aside should be chosen to provide food throughout the year.



Further advice and information on managing farmland for grey partridge and other wildlife can be obtained from the contacts below.

	OTHER species ACTION PLANS COVERING ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE grey partridge


	Brown hare
	**

	Barn owl
	**

	Corn bunting
	*

	Linnet
	*

	Skylark
	**

	Tree sparrow
	*


N.B.
**    indicates action plan produced in 1998.

*      indicates action plan  produced in 1999. 
	the grey partridge and the law:


The grey partridge is protected in Britain under the Game Acts.  It is listed on Annex III/I of the EC Birds Directive and Appendix III of the Bern Convention.

	FOR FURTHER INFORMATION


Armstrong A. L. (1988-1996) Birds in Durham Durham Bird Club

Firbank L. G. et al. (1993) Managing set-aside for wildlife ITE Research Publication No. 7

Gibbons D. W., Reid J. B. and Chapman R. A. (1993) New Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain and Ireland: 1988-1991 Poyser: London

Marchant J. H., Hudson R., Carter S. P. and Whittington P. (1990) Population Trends in British Breeding Birds BTO/NCC: Tring

O’Connor R. J. and Shrubb M. (1986) Farming and birds Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

Ogilvie M. and The Rare Breeding Birds Panel (1998) Rare Breeding Birds in the UK in 1995 British Birds 91 p.417-447
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Osborne P. (1989) The management of set-aside land for birds: a practical guide RSPB, Sandy

Potts G. R. (1986) The Partridge: pesticides, predation and conservation Collins, London

RSPB (1995) Farmland Bird Management Guidelines: Grey Partridge Produced in conjunction with the Game Conservancy Trust, British Trust for Ornithology and Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

Westerberg S. and Bowey K. (1998) The Summer Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Durham Durham Bird Club

Williams G. (1997) Bird Species of Conservation Concern in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of Man: revising the Red Data List RSPB Conservation Review 1996 10 p.7-18

	CONTACTS


County Durham Hedgerow Partnership

Farming and Rural Conservation Agency

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

Game Conservancy Trust

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds



	tARGETS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE GREY PARTRIDGE IN the DURHAM AREA:



	
	
	DATE

	Target 1
	Maintain and enhance, where possible, the current range of the grey partridge in Durham


	ONGOING

	Target 2
	Maintain the stable population locally.

Ensure the population is above 2000 pairs in Durham.


	ONGOING

2008

	Target 3
	More accurately monitor the status of the grey partridge in Durham.


	ONGOING


GUIDE TO ABBREVIATIONS USED IN ACTIONS CHART OVERLEAF:

	BTO
	British Trust for Ornithology

	CDHP
	County Durham Hedgerow Partnership

	DBC
	Durham Bird Club

	DWT
	Durham Wildlife Trust

	FRCA
	Farming and Rural Conservation Agency

	FWAG
	Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

	GCT
	Game Conservancy Trust

	GNF
	Great North Forest

	LA21
	Local Agenda 21

	LAs
	Local Authorities

	MAFF
	Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

	RSPB
	Royal Society for the Protection of Birds


	GREY PARTRIDGE ACTIONS



	ACTION


	DATE
	POSSIBLE PARTNERS


	MEETS 

	POLICY AND LEGISLATION
	
	
	

	1. Ensure that Countryside Stewardship and ESA (or any future agri-environment scheme) provide incentives for the provision of suitable habitat and management for grey partridge and other upland birds of conservation importance.  Ensure that targets for grey partridges are incorporated into Countryside Stewardship and ESA. 
	2003
	MAFF, FRCA
	1,2

	SPECIES MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION
	
	
	

	None
	
	
	

	SITE SAFEGUARD AND MANAGEMENT
	
	
	

	2. Encourage the creation of new hedgerows and the improvement in quality of existing hedgerows in key areas, through the provision of grant aid and advice.
	ONGOING
	CDHP
	1,2

	3. Ensure that tenancy agreements on publicly-owned farms require conservation headlands as part of tenancy agreements.
	2003
	LAs
	1,2

	RESEARCH AND MONITORING
	
	
	

	4. Undertake a co-ordinated survey of the grey partridge in Durham.
	2003
	BTO, DBC, Local experts
	3

	5. Periodically monitor grey partridge numbers in the local area, to establish whether the population remains stable.
	ONGOING
	BTO, DBC, Local experts
	3

	6. Encourage greater take up of CBC/BBS plots
	2003
	BTO, DBC
	3

	ADVISORY
	
	
	

	7. Provide an advice service to landowners and managers passing on guidance on the management of agricultural and non-agricultural land in a beneficial manner to the grey partridge.
	2003
	BTO, CDHP, DBC, FRCA, FWAG, GCT
	1,2

	8. Alert land-managers to the availability of grants, such as Countryside Stewardship and grants for hedgerow creation and management, and of contact numbers of key partners/specialists.  Advertise grant-aid opportunities in any advisory information.
	2003
	CDHP, FRCA, FWAG, GCT, MAFF
	1,2

	9. Promote field margins and hedgerows as wildlife habitats.  Encourage farmers to leave untended plots around farmland and not to spray filed headlands with herbicides.
	ONGOING
	CDHP, FRCA, FWAG, GNF, MAFF
	1,2

	10. Provide guidance on the management of derelict and opencast sites for birds.
	2003
	DBC, RSPB
	1,2



	11. Encourage the reduced use of pesticides through publicising methods of biological control.
	2003
	FWAG, MAFF
	1,2

	COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICITY
	
	
	

	12. Use the grey partridge as a flagship species to promote farmland birds to the public and landowners
	ONGOING
	DWT, DBC, FWAG, LA21, RSPB
	1
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STATUS	On the Short List of the UK Steering Group Report.  On the BTO High Alert list. Listed in the relevant national Red Data Book.  Locally stable.











